Growth-phase regulation of plasmid virulence genes in Salmonella.
Virulence genes in the genus Salmonella are regulated by growth phase and by environmental signals, which allows a sequential program of expression during infection. Conditions that promote the expression of loci required in systemic infection, including the plasmid-encoded spv genes, are the opposite of the factors that induce genes involved in the invasion of epithelial cells in the gastrointestinal tract.